
www.nwhgeopark.com 

Geo-kayak 2015 
Sat 15th Fri 21st August 2015 

£795 if booked by 30th June  

The week will be based at and run by Ridgway Adventure, 
a family-owned  Adventure School run by Rebecca Ridgway 
and her partner, Mark Williamson.  The Adventure School 
has been working with adults and young people from the 
shores of Loch A Chadh-fi, exploring the mountains and 
sea, for over 45 years.   It has also been the training ground 
for a series of ground breaking expeditions by members of 
the Ridgway family, including Rebecca Ridgway’s 1992 Cape 

Horn sea kayak expedition. 

The Adventure School is in a remote and tranquil setting 
on the shore of sheltered Loch A Chadh-fi (a branch off 
larger Loch Laxford) in the North West Highlands    
Geopark, an area recognized by UNESCO for its world-
class geological landscape. It is reached by a 10-minute 
walk along the loch shore from our car park at Skerricha, 
just over one hour north of Ullapool and Lairg respective-

ly.  

The Norwegian style wooden buildings comprise com-
fortable bunk rooms, a living and dinning room with wood 
burning stove, a drying room and plenty of hot showers. 
The week will be fully catered with hearty home cooked 
meals including a cooked breakfast, packed lunches which 
individuals put together themselves at breakfast and a 

three course evening meal.  

With appropriate weather we may offer the opportunity 
for an overnight wild camp for those who wish to take 
part where an evening meal would be cooked on camping 

stoves or over a camp fire. 

Ridgway Adventure will provide all technical kit and 
equipment for kayaking and have a range of coastal tour-
ing kayaks which provide a solid platform for those new 
to kayaking, and longer faster sea kayaks.   As such the 
week is suitable for confident beginners or those with 

some prior experience. 



Price includes VAT, all food and accommodation, 
instruction, use of technical equipment and public 
liability insurance whilst at Ridgway Adventure.  
Airport transfers and landscape interpretation 

provided by the North West Highlands Geopark. 

Home Waters 

The Adventure School is just yards from the water and we will 
be based on the waters of Loch A Chadh-Fi (loch of the spin-
drift) and the larger Loch Laxford (salmon fjord) for the first 
couple of days. Loch Laxford is a Special Area of Conservation 
by virtue of its topography, with a variety of sheltered bays and 
channels amongst islets and tidal reefs.   It is home to both grey 
and common seals, otters and a variety of sea birds that nest on 
the islets during May and June, many of whom stay for much of 
the remaining summer months.   In areas, high cliffs of Lewisian 
Gniess show beautiful folds and intrusions and there are plenty 
of options for exploration. With appropriate weather and tidal 
conditions we will aim to explore a couple of differing geological 

areas during the week.  

Kylesku and Loch Gencoul 

Launch from the old ferry slipway beside the Kylesku Hotel - 
paddle south east down Loch Gencoul with the iconic exposed 
layers through the Moine thrust on the northern shore of the 
sea loch and the prominent Stack of Glencoul at its southern end 
-  grey and common seals routinely haul out on the skerries and 
islets along the southern shore – tide allowing, paddle beneath 
the Kylesku bridge into Loch A Chairn Bhain where allied X-
craft submarines trained during the Second World War for an 

attack on the Tirpitz. 

Balnakeil Bay 

Launching from the sands of Balnakeil beach near Durness – explore the limestone caves beneath the low conglomerate 
cliffs along the southern shore of the bay – paddle across to small coves and sandy beaches ‘Capeside’ beyond the mouth 
of the Kyle of Durness – views north into the Pentland Firth and south – explore the puffin cliffs south east of Farhaid 

Head. 

The Sound of Handa and the Great Stack of Handa, bird reserve 

Launching from Tarbet or Scourie Bay – work with the tides of the Sound of Handa to explore the sheltered side of the 
island – a mix of small sandy beaches and highly featured 1.2 billion year old Torridonian red sandstone.  This rock was 
formed from the remains of long gone ancient mountains which once connected Scotland and North America but has 
now weathered into cliffs filled with ledges, perfect homes for sea birds. In the best summer weather it is possible to 

paddle to and around the foot of the Great Stack of Handa. 

The mouth of Loch Eriboll 

Launching from the secret beach at Ceannabeinne east of Durness – paddle the short channel across to Eilean Hoan – 
follow the cliffs towards Rispond and cross to the limestone outcrop of Eilean Cluimhrig with is narrow channels and 
arches – stunning views across to the pyramidal stacks of Whiten Head and beyond to Orkney on clear days – explore 

the western shores of the Loch Eriboll which saw the surrender of much of the German U-boat fleet at the end of WW2. 

 
IMPORTANT POINTS : Routes and location for each days paddle will be tide and weather appropriate chosen by Ridg-
way Adventure.  Groups will go to the same geographical area. If wind conditions are not suitable for kayaking, an alterna-
tive land based activity will be offered for the day. Booking form, Kit list and medical questionnaire will be supplied for 
participants. There is no access to WIFI or 3G at the Adventure school, however, this can be accessed at local Rhiconich 
Hotel or emails can be sent direct to Rebecca if urgent. It is not possible to drive your own vehicle to the Adventure 

school, but your luggage is transported by our 4X4. Rooms may be shared with one other participant.   


